MINISTERS AT WORK

could hardly be put in precise or universal terms. * One of those rules
is that in these matters such persons should carefully avoid all transac-
tions which can give colour or countenance to the belief that they are
doing anything which the rules of obligation forbid.'1 Certain general
principles were also laid down in 1937 by Sir John Simon, speaking for
the Prime Minister, during the debate on practice as a solicitor, men-
tioned above:3

In the first place, it is plain that in no circumstances must a man who holds
the position of a minister ever allow himself to be in such a situation that his
public duty will conflict with his private interests.... The second principle
is that no man should allow himself to occupy any portion of the time which
he is bound to devote to his public duties in a disregard of his public duties,
and pursuing any private interest whatever, whether it is in playing golf or
in the nature of business. The third principle is that inasmuch as the secrets
of the Government are specially in charge of Cabinet ministers, no minister,
and particularly, no Cabinet minister, must in any circumstances put himself
in a position where he is not able to be the complete guardian of those secrets
in that there is any possibility of any private interests being served through
a knowledge of those secrets.

A slightly different question has been raised where ministers have
contributed to the press during their tenure of office. The first question
which naturally arises is whether such contributions, like other public
pronouncements of a minister, may be regarded as explanations on
behalf of the Government. The Labour Government of 1924 said that
the Government accepted responsibility in the same way and to the
same extent as was customary in regard to statements of policy made in
other forms,3 It was, however, a little difficult to apply this rule to the
monthly articles written by the first Lord Birkenheacl, when Secretary of
State for India, on all kinds of questions, other than those connected
with India, The Conservative Government in 1925 therefore 'decided
to re-affirm the principle that ministers of the Crown, while holding
office, should refrain from writing articles for publication in any way
connected with matters of public policy'.4 Lord Birkenhead agreed to
write no more articles as soon as his current contract had expired. ^
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